

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please help build an NEW indoor aquatic center in Bellevue by writing to the Bellevue City Councilmembers asap (addresses below) - they are making a decision soon! For Bellevue students who compete in swimming, diving, and water polo for their schools, none of the 4 high schools have their own pool, so they must rely on obtaining pool time at surrounding pools and at times go down to Weyerhaeuser King County Aquatic Center (KCAC) in Federal Way (about an hour drive one way from Bellevue) to practice and participate in high-level competitions. For Bellevue residents, the City of Bellevue only has the old Bellevue Aquatic Center for an indoor pool, which is worn-down and difficult to maintain. Our residents should have access to an affordable aquatics facility that serves infants to elder community members, promoting health and fitness, all year round, even during our cold and rainy winters. The plan is to have a 50 meter pool for swimming, 25 yard program pool for lessons, rehab, aerobics, and a warmer dive well for synchro, waterpolo, diving, as well as recreational equipment, and in addition, a fitness center. This probably won't be built in time for my kids, but I'm going to write anyway for our future students and residents. It's hard to believe that a major city like Bellevue with all its growth and new developments does not have a state-of-the-art indoor aquatic facility. Please write to the Bellevue City Council TODAY! Thank you and please share!
John Stokes - jstokes@bellevuewa.gov 
John Chelminiak - jchelminiak@bellevuewa.gov 
Lynn Robinson - lrobinson@bellevuewa.gov 
Jared Nieuwenhuis - jared@jaredforbellevue.com 
Janice Zahn - janicezahn8@gmail.com 
Conrad Lee - clee@bellevuewa.gov 
Jennifer Robertson - j.robertson@bellevuewa.gov
For more info and/or how to help with fundraising, please contact splash2bellevue@gmail.com.
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Water for All – Together with Bellevue





Dear Council Member <insert Bellevue City Council Member Name>,

My name is <insert your first and last name>. I/my son/my daughter swims with <insert your swim team, group, club> and I am writing to urge you to please enthusiastically support the efforts of SPLASH and the City of Bellevue to commence on a path to meet the growing needs of our City’s aquatic facilities NOW and for generations to come.  The residents of Bellevue need YOU to provide direction to correct the crisis at hand.

<next paragraph: Describe your aquatics profile and the pain points that you feel the most with our current state of affairs. This can be from an athlete, parent or individual point of view. I swim/train X number of days per week, I wake up at X to train, I drive/commute X min/hrs each week to a pool outside of Bellevue, I swim in X pools, my meets are in an aging facility that can barely hold the competitors and spectators, they run late on school nights, we have to practice in the freezing rain,  etc.>

<next paragraph: What is the benefit you see if Bellevue builds a new aquatics facility? Speak not only to your generation, but beyond. >

The Bellevue Aquatic Center was built in the early 1970’s along with 12 other Forward Thrust pools in the Seattle area. Our Bellevue community pools were built in the 1950’s. These pools are worn-down,  beasts to maintain, and at the end of their lives. NO new public pools have been built in over 40 years however our population has doubled in size. There is currently not enough pool space to meet our City’s needs. 

Regardless of age, ethnicity, and ability, Bellevue residents should have access to an affordable aquatics facility that provides an inclusive community environment for all. 

Thank you for your time and support.

Sincerely,

<insert your full name>

<insert your affiliation, e.g. Bellevue High School, Puget Sound Masters, Triangle Pool MidLakes Summer League, etc.>
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